
Summary Materials for the Kirby Alliance Committee Event 
Morris Museum, 6 Normandy Heights Rd, Morristown, NJ 07960 

January 17, 2019, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Attendees: See attached attendee list, broken down by participating foundations. 
 
Schedule: See attached schedule. 
 
Speaker: Arthur C. Brooks, CEO of American Enterprise Institute 
 

- The following is a description of the talk given that day, “How to Live a “Start-Up” 
Life”: 

 
Ambitious individuals using their talents to create new ventures are a 
central piece of our national story. But at its root, to be an entrepreneur, 
or to “earn happiness,” is not simply to create wealth. True 
entrepreneurship and “earned success” are based in the creation of 
dignity and meaning by building one’s own life. Arthur Brooks, president 
of the American Enterprise Institute, draws together ancient philosophy, 
modern history, and the latest social science research to define a new 
vision of entrepreneurial living – and offers a tactical roadmap for each of 
us to apply the key lessons and principles of entrepreneurship to build 
happier, more meaningful lives. 

 
- Coincidentally, Arthur has recently announced his resignation, effective the summer of 

2019, so this was one of his final talks as CEO of AEI. After a decade at the helm of AEI, 
Brooks will assume a joint position as Professor in the Practice of Public Leadership at 
the Harvard Kennedy School and Senior Fellow at the Harvard Business School in 
summer 2019.  

 
Lunch/Kirby Alliance Meeting: The group congregated in the Dodge Room of the Morris 
Museum for lunch and a lively discussion among philanthropic partners. Cleveland Johnson, 
Executive Director of the Morris Museum, delivered a welcome message and spoke on hopeful 
future directions of the museum, including curating more diverse exhibits to draw in a younger 
population of patrons and donors. Members of the Kirby Alliance then began a discussion 
reflecting on takeaways from Mr. Brooks’ talk, especially the value of “defining your 
weaknesses” and “saying yes,” and how these might apply to future philanthropic giving. Roger 
then presented a 78”x24” laminated poster of the Kirby Descendant Chart and requested that 
anyone who had not provided information of his or her family branch do so as soon as possible. 
He hopes to have the chart finalized and completed by the next Kirby Alliance gathering, as well 
as the information available online to share with the group. The group then discussed the next 
Kirby Alliance meeting, proposed to take place at the Kirby Episcopal House in Mountain Top, 
PA in September 2019 once renovations were completed. (The specific meeting time of 11:30 
am was subsequently decided upon. Additionally, Coray coordinated with Board and staff of the 
Marian Sutherland Kirby Library to organize a tour beforehand at 10:00 am for those interested.) 
It was suggested that the Kirby Episcopal House Board members coordinate the planning around 
this meeting and communication, versus the FMKF office.  



 
 
Tour of the Morris Museum: Following lunch and the meeting, at approximately 1:00 pm, the 
group proceeded to have a tour of the Morris Museum, beginning first with the Murtogh D. 
Guinness Collection of mechanical musical instruments and automata, led by Cleveland Johnson.  
 
 
Follow-Up: Following the meeting, Rachel Manfredi, Development Director of the American 
Enterprise Institute, sent some follow-up materials, including a New York Times op-ed Arthur 
Brooks had referenced during his talk, “My Valuable, Cheap College Degree” (see attached).  
 



January 17, 2019 Attendee List 
 
 
The Acorn Hill Fund 
Based in New York, NY 

 
- Katie Prentice 
- Miles Prentice 
- Jessie Prentice 
- Gene Prentice 
- Marian Burke 
- Morgan Hvolbeck 
- Kirby Culbertson 

 
The Allan P. Kirby, Jr. Family Fund 
Based in Mendham, NJ 

 
- Jessie Lee 
- William Lee 
- Coray Kirby 
- Milan Kirby 

 
The Ann K. Kirby Foundation 
Based in Richmond, VA 

 
- Roger Kirby 
- Frank Page 
- Wade Kirby 
- Linda Kirby 

 
F.M. Kirby Foundation 
Based in Morristown, NJ 

 
- Alice Horton 
- S. Dillard Kirby 
- Adrienne Kirby 
- Stark Kirby 
- Jeff Kirby 
- Karen Kirby 
- Morgan Kirby 
- Laura Virkler 
- Drayton Virkler 
- Leigh Kirby Klein 
- Ward Horton 
- Sandie Sherman 
- Bill Byrnes 
- JoAnn Tiefau 
- Diana Kostas 
- Linda D’Addario 
- Erin Clifford 

 

 

Community Foundation of New Jersey 
Based in Morristown, NJ 

 
- Hans Dekker, CEO 

 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 
Based in Morristown, NJ 

 
- Cynthia Evans, Interim 

President/CEO & CFO 
 
Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Based in Warren, NJ 

 
- Bill Engel, Board Chairman 

 
Turrell Fund 
Based in Montclair, NJ 

 
- Justin Kiczek, VP – Programs 

 
William E. Simon Foundation 
Based in New York, NY 

 
- Sara Snider, Executive Director 

 
American Enterprise Institute 
Based in Washington D.C 
 

- Dr. Arthur Brooks, President 
- Rachel Manfredi, Director of 

Development  
 

The Morris Museum 
Morristown, NJ 

- Dr. Cleveland Johnson, Executive 
Director 

 



Thursday, January 17, 2019 

Schedule of Events 

    

   

 

 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:00 am Coffee and Tea 
Available 

Lobby of the Bickford 
Theatre 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm Presentation by 
Arthur Brooks, 

American Enterprise 
Institute 

Bickford Theatre 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Lunch 
 

 
 

Dodge Room 

1:00 – 1:15 pm Kirby Alliance 
Update 

 

Dodge Room 
 

1:15 pm – 2:15 pm Museum Tour Murtogh D. Guinness 
Collection Exhibit 

2:30 pm Departures 
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